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a worthy occupation. More importantly, 
Marget fails to appreciate the extreme sense 
of affliction, and even physical illness, 
which comes from the contemplative’s 
experience of separation from God. In our 
opinion, Marget misinterprets Raissa’s 
mystical language as expressing a “death 
wish” and her behavior as that of a 
hypochondriac. 

Quite to the contrary of Marget’s con- 
clusion that Raissa’s experience was “too 
private—too limited to serve as example 
or inspiration,” we find that Raissa’s envi- 
able productivity in a life devoted to con- 
templation makes her a truly “exceptional” 
person and proves that a life of contem- 
plation can be followed in our times. 

PIERRE L’ABBE 

Co-signers of this letter are Barbara 
Amodio, Wilton, Conn.; Bernard Doering, 
Notre Dame, Ind.; John Dunaway, Macon, 
Ga.; and Matthew Mancini, Houston, Tex. 


The author replies: 


Judith Suther’s book is—as I hope my 
review made clear—well-written, careful, 
and interesting. Because I met Raissa 
Maritain in its pages I came to the subject 
with, I think, an open mind, and formed 
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my opinions on the basis of the presentation 
offered me. L’Abbé, Amodio, Doering, 
Dunaway, and Mancini are incorrect about 
my prejudices. I have great respect for peo- 
ple inclined and impelled toward prayer, 
and I do not believe women more than men 
should occupy themselves with domestic 
detail. 

Simon misunderstood my statement 
about Véra. In comparing her with her sis- 
ter I meant only to say that Véra’s virtue 
was more apparent to me than Raissa’s. 
Suther’s thesis is that Raissa’s earthly 
achievements, including her writing, have 
meaning only within the context of her spir- 
itual ones, and she failed to persuade me 
of the latter’s reality. It is true that I most 
appreciate actions undertaken for the direct, 
concrete benefit of other people, and 
that—from Suther’s description—I under- 
stand Jacques and Véra to have met this 
criterion more than Raissa did. Here, too, 
I have a definite prejudice. 

Similarly, despite the criticism of 
L’Abbé er ai, | am unable to interpret 
Jacques and Raissa’s suicide pact and 
Raissa’s subsequent statements about the 
positive aspects of illness in anything but 
a negative way. 

Suther’s book is neither the documen- 
tation of religious experience, as the writers 


of one letter seem to maintain, nor a work 
primarily of literary criticism, as the writer 
of the other claims. It is, however, the biog- 
raphy of a human being. I understand the 
sympathy and admiration Suther—and 
L’Abbé, Amodio, Doering, Dunaway, 
Mancini, and Simon—extend to Raissa 
Maritain. I simply do not share it. 
MADELINE MARGET 
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